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American Samoa – The month of May brought heavy rains and flooding to the islands of American Samoa.  

Republic of the Marshall Islands – Kwajalein was dry for most of May, with only two episodes of measurable 
rainfall.  Majuro received near normal rain for May, but like Kwajalein, most rain fell within a few short bursts.    

Federated States of Micronesia

 

– With decent amounts of rain received by the outer islands of Pohnpei, water 
catchments are full again.  Strong wind gusts knocked down trees, causing power outages on Pohnpei May 29-30.  
Kosrae was very wet in May, with residents complaining of too much rain.  Chuuk received near-normal rainfall 
everywhere in May.  Sea levels remain slightly elevated but not troublesome.  Yap was slightly wetter than aver-
age again in May, although Woleai remains dry.  High and low tides have been extreme, with high tides resulting 
in flooding of taro patches and roads.  The outer islands of Yap have reported coastal erosion from the high tides.  

Palau

 

– Palau was very wet in May.  Rainfall is expected to remain adequate as the Monsoon season begins.     

Guam and CNMI

 

– The CNMI received fairly adequate rain during May, but Guam and has been quite dry.  
Wildfire remains the greatest threat due to the lack of rain.   
      
Hawaii

 

– The state of Hawaii remained quite dry in May.  Drought conditions are now occurring on many islands.  
Residents of the Upcountry area of Maui have been asked to voluntarily cut back on water use by 5%.  
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inches for May inches inches  for Mar-Apr-May 
Koror 18.32 163% 11.27 7.05 113% 
Yap 9.69 119% 8.15 1.54 97% 
Chuuk 14.54 111% 13.06 1.48 110% 
Pohnpei 16.28 84% 19.41 -3.37 121% 
Kosrae 26.72 142% 18.80 7.92 114% 
Kwajalein 7.63 89% 8.62 -0.99 81% 
Majuro 12.52 109% 11.53 0.99 77% 
Guam  2.79 46% 6.05 -3.26 61% 
Saipan 4.06 140% 2.89 1.17 148% 
Pago Pago 19.83 190% 10.43 9.40 131% 
Lihue 1.25 44% 2.87 -1.62 34% 
Honolulu 0.53 68% 0.78 -0.25 21% 
Kahului 0.07 11% 0.66 -0.59 2% 
Hilo 4.12 51% 8.07 -3.95 44% 

Reported May Rainfall for USAPI Stations 

Monthly Climate Discussion – 16 June 2008 

May Climate Summary 

Seasonal Climate and ENSO Discussion 

In the last month there has been a clear transition from La Niña toward ENSO-neutral conditions.  All oceanic 
and atmospheric components (upper ocean heat content, Southern Oscillation Index, etc.) indicate that the La Niña 
has weakened substantially.  Additionally, since late May the weekly sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies 
have no longer qualified as La Niña conditions using NOAA's definition.   

Most models indicate a transition to ENSO-neutral conditions within the June-July-August season.  A few dy-
namical models develop El Niño conditions by the end of the year, but the chances of El Niño conditions returning 
remain very small.  Likewise, the chances of a double-year La Niña event occurring is also very small.  The most 
likely climate scenario for the remainder of 2008 is the return of ENSO-neutral conditions.   

The tropical upper tropospheric trough (TUTT) is now beginning to establish itself in the Western Pacific, and 
the upper air pattern is becoming more favorable for rain across Micronesia.  Rainfall in the northern Marshall Is-
lands is expected to pick up soon as the TUTT develops.   The residual shallow layer of cold water at the surface in 
the equatorial Pacific may continue to affect trade winds. 
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Sea Level Discussion:  Sea levels in most locations showed little or no change from April to May.  Although the 
La Niña conditions are quickly decaying, its effects on sea level around the Pacific Islands remain prominent.  
Some sea level fall (2-4 inches) is expected in the next three months as ENSO-neutral conditions return.     

PEAC Center Seasonal Rainfall Predictions for June-July-August 2008 
Station Rainfall Outlook Probabilities (Below Avg: Near Avg: Above Avg) 

Koror Average or Above Average 30:35:35 

Yap Average or Above Average 30:35:35 

Chuuk Climatology 33:33:33 (Equal chances) 

Pohnpei Average or Above Average 30:35:35 

Kosrae Average or Above Average 30:35:35 

Kwajalein Average or Below Average 35:35:30 

Majuro Average or Below Average 35:35:30 

Guam  Climatology 33:33:33 (Equal chances) 

Saipan Climatology 33:33:33 (Equal chances) 

Pago Pago Average or Below Average 35:35:30 

Lihue Below Average 40:35:25 

Honolulu Below Average 40:35:25 

Kahului Below Average 40:30:30 

Hilo Below Average 40:30:30 

Rainfall Forecast Discussion:  Near Average or Above Average rainfall is predicted for Koror, Yap, Pohnpei and 
Kosrae.  Near Average or Below Average rainfall is predicted for Kwajalein, Majuro and Pago Pago.  Below Aver-
age rainfall is expected for all Hawaii stations.  Chuuk, Guam and Saipan have climatologically equal chances of 
receiving below average, near average or above average rainfall in the June-July-August 2008 season.  

Oversight for PEAC is provided by the WFO Honolulu in collabora-
tion with the Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research 
(JIMAR) at the University of Hawaii.  Publication of this summary is 
supported by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), National Weather Service-Pacific Region Climate Ser-
vices.  The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views 
of NOAA, any of its sub-agencies, or cooperating organizations. 


